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HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION AND RAPID RE-HOUSING PROGRAM

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS


1.1 Introduction


The County of Orange OC Community Services (OCCS) is issuing a Request for Proposals (RFP) for $1,400,425 in Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-housing (HPRP) funding. The HPRP program is funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).  The primary purpose of the HPRP program is to provide persons who are at risk of becoming homeless with temporary financial assistance to prevent them from becoming homeless, and also to provide persons who are homeless with housing relocation and stabilization services. HPRP funds are available on a one-time basis and must be used by June 30, 2012.  
OCCS is requiring that interested parties review the HPRP Regulations attached or at http://www.hud.gov/recovery/hrp-notice.pdf.  Each applicant will be required to certify that a knowledgeable and accountable representative has read the HPRP regulations in order to submit an application that is compliant with the subject regulations.  No diversions from the activities allowed by HPRP regulations will be considered for funding. Program requirements are subject to final review and funding from HUD.

1.2  Background

Congress enacted the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) to help persons affected by the current economic crisis. The purpose of the Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program (HPRP) is to provide homelessness prevention assistance to households who would otherwise become homeless- many due to economic crisis- and to provide assistance to rapidly re-house persons who are homeless as defined in section 103 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U. S. C. 11302). While the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) will allow grantees (the County) the discretion to develop prevention and/or rapid re-housing programs that meet locally-defined needs, HUD also expects that these resources will be targeted and prioritized to serve households that are most in need of this temporary assistance and are most likely to achieve stable housing, whether subsidized or unsubsidized, outside of HPRP after the program concludes. Grantees (the County) should take this opportunity to develop strategies to identify eligible program participants, review existing models for homeless prevention and rapid re-housing programs, and create a plan that utilizes all resources available through the Recovery Act in order to provide a comprehensive menu of service to assist eligible program participants to obtain and sustain stable, permanent housing. 

HPRP is focused on housing for homeless and at-risk households. It will provide temporary financial assistance and housing relocation and stabilization services to individuals and families who are homeless or would be homeless but for this assistance. The funds under this program are intended to target two populations of persons facing housing instability: 1) individuals and families who are currently in housing but are at risk of becoming homeless and need temporary rent or utility assistance to prevent them from becoming homeless or assistance to move to another unit (prevention), and 2) individuals and families who are experiencing homelessness (residing in emergency or transitional shelters or on the street) and need temporary assistance in order to obtain housing and retain it (rapid re-housing). 

It is important to note that HPRP is not a mortgage assistance program. Congress has established other programs to assist with current mortgage crisis. HPRP funds are only eligible to help program participants- whether they are renters or homeowners about to become homeless- pay for utilities, moving costs, security deposits and rent in a new unit, storage fees, and other financial costs or services.    

1.3 RFP Timetable

The timetable is as follows:

	Release of RFP 
	June 30, 2009

	Bidder’s Questions
	July 3, 2009 by Noon

	Bidder’s Conference
	July 7, 2009 at 2:30 p.m.

	Proposal Due Date
	July 13, 2009 by 3:00 p.m.

	Board consideration of funding recommendations
	September 22, 2009

	Project Implementation Begins
	September 30, 2009


Note:  Dates in timetable are subject to change

1.4 Eligible Activities (Applicants may apply under both General Financial Assistance and 4 specialized programs.). NOTE: For complete program descriptions see Application Package. 
Eligible activities include: General Financial Assistance Programs (Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-housing) and Post Hospital Recuperative Bed Pilot; Centralized Housing Locator Service; Centralized Intake; and Multi-Service Center.   

The County may contract with more than one service provider.  The services in this RFP are to be provided countywide and assist all eligible individuals or families. 1. Preference for County HPRP funds should be given to individuals and/or families not residing in another jurisdiction which has HPRP funding in order to maximize funding countywide. 2. The use of funds countywide will be examined and adjusted throughout the contract period as needed. 

See attached HUD Regulations for information on Eligible Activities and requirements for rent reasonableness and habitability standards/housing inspection requirements. 

1. General Financial Assistance Programs.  Applicants for General Financial Assistance Programs must apply for both the Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program activities in order to be considered for funding.
Program funding available is $733,623. Financial Assistance includes the following tenant based assistance in the form of: short term rental assistance or medium-term rental assistance and may include funding for security deposits, utility deposits, utility payments, moving cost assistance, and motel or hotel vouchers. HPRP funds may be used for reasonable and appropriate motel and hotel vouchers for up to 30 days if no appropriate shelter beds are available and subsequent rental housing has been identified but is not immediately available for move-in by the program participants. 

 2. Specialized Programs (Applicant may apply for one or more components)

Programs under this category include:

a. Post-Hospital Recuperative Beds Pilot Program funding available is $233,400. The Post-Hospital Recuperative Beds Pilot Program includes clean, safe housing locations(s) to promote continuing recovery for patients who are homeless, once acute care medical services are no longer needed and post-program links to follow-up medical care and existing services such as alcohol/drug treatment, primary care, mental health, and stable housing. Funding available for this program will be in the form of financial assistance to stably house individual participants in permanent housing. Funding will not pay for hospital beds or any other service connected to discharge planning. It is the intent of the County to contract with one service provider for this program; however the County reserves the right to contract with multiple service providers if it is deemed to be in the best interest of the County. 

b. Centralized Housing Locator Service funding available is $116,701. The Centralized Housing Locator program identifies housing, recruits and conducts outreach to property owners and other housing providers, helps families and individuals find housing, and performs other related activities. It is the intent of the County to contract with one service provider for both the Housing Locator and the Centralized Intake, however, the County reserves the right to contract with an individual service provider, or multiple service providers if it is deemed in the best interest of the County. 

Centralized Intake and Housing Locator applicants are encouraged to apply for both programs as this is the County’s preference. 

c. Centralized Intake funding available is $116,701. The Centralized Intake program establishes and/or enhances a centralized call center and the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) intake point for homeless or at-risk families and individuals and coordinates services among all providers to move families and individuals from homelessness into permanent housing. Families and individuals are assessed and referred to the appropriate provider for financial assistance and case management. It is the intent of the County to contract with one service provider for both the Centralized Housing Locator and the Centralized Intake, however, the County reserves the right to contract with an individual service provider, or multiple service providers if it is deemed in the best interest of the County. 

Centralized Intake and Housing Locator applicants are encouraged to apply for both programs as this is the County’s preference. 

d. Multi-Service Center (MSC) funding available is: HPRP- $200,000; WIA/ARRA*- $50,000; and Redevelopment- $1.5 million. The Multi-Service Center is designed to provide mobile and/or fixed site access to one-stop resources for individuals and families experiencing and/or at risk of homelessness. MSC serves as the point of entry for homeless services, providing a wide range of services. The MSC mission is to provide comprehensive supportive services to promote progress towards permanent housing and self-sufficiency, by creating a community where health, safety, and well-being are established. A mobile multi-service center must be deployed immediately upon funding award with a long-range goal of a fixed, permanent location for the provision of services and long-term housing. It is the intent of the County to contract with one service provider for this program, however, the County reserves the right to contract with multiple service providers if it is deemed in the best interest of the County. 

*In addition to HPRP, a portion of Workforce Investment Act (WIA)-ARRA funding will be awarded as part of Program #5. All activities funded with WIA/ARRA funding must comply with all rules and regulations.
Applicants may apply for one or all of the Programs referenced in this RFP. 

See attached HUD Regulations for more information on Eligible Activities and requirements for Rent Reasonableness, Habitability Standards/Housing Inspection requirements, and Lead Based Paint Requirements. 

Note: Rent Reasonableness-The below is taken from page 15 of HUD Regulations.  (See RENT REASONABLENESS CHECKLIST AND CERTIFICATION in Appendix 6.)

(4) The rental assistance paid cannot exceed the actual rental cost, which must be in compliance with HUD’s standard of “rent reasonableness.” “Rent reasonableness” means that the total rent charged for a unit must be reasonable in relation to the rents being charged during the same time period for comparable units in the private unassisted market and must not be in excess of rents being charged by the owner during the same time period for comparable non-luxury unassisted units. To make this determination, the grantee or subgrantee should consider (a) the location, quality, size, type, and age of the unit; and (b) any amenities, housing services, maintenance and utilities to be provided by the owner. Comparable rents can be checked by using a market study, by reviewing comparable units advertised for rent, or with a note from the property owner verifying the comparability of charged rents to other units owned (for example, the landlord would document the rents paid in other units). For more information see HUD’s worksheet on rent reasonableness at: www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/affordablehousing/library/forms/rentreasonablechecklist.doc 

Habitability Standards/Inspections – The below is taken from page 40 of HUD Regulations. (See Habitability Standard for HPRP in Appendix 7).

Organizations providing rental assistance with HPRP funds will be required to conduct initial and any appropriate follow-up inspections of housing units into which a program participant will be moving. Units should be inspected on an annual basis and upon a change of tenancy. The minimum habitability standards are listed in Appendix C of the HUD Regulations. Grantees may require more stringent standards. 

Lead-Based Paint requirements- The Lead-Based Paint Poisoning Prevention Act (42 U.S.C. 4851 et seq.) as amended by the Residential Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduction Act of 1992 (42 U.S. C. 4851 et seq.) and implementing regulations at 24 CFR part 35, subparts A, B, M, and R shall apply to housing occupied by families receiving assistance through HPRP.

1.5 Eligible Applicants

Agencies receiving HPRP funds must meet the following requirements: 1) agency must be a private, non-profit organization with an IRS 501(c)(3) designation or unit of general local government; 2) agency must have an office located in the County of Orange; 3) agency must have been in operation for a minimum of two years providing same or similar services as described in this RFP; 4) agency must not be debarred or suspended from working on federally assisted projects; 5) agency must be able to utilize the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS); and 6) agency must submit a completed HPRP Program Checklist and Application. 

1.6 Funding 

HPRP FUNDING SUMMARY

	Program Funding 
	Homeless Prevention (HPRP)
	Rapid Re-Housing (HPRP) 
	Total

	Financial Assistance
	$366,812
	$366,811
	$733,623

	Post Hospital
	$233,400
	
	$233,400

	Housing Locator
	$116,701
	
	$116,701

	Centralized Intake 
	
	$116,701
	$116,701

	Multi-Service Center*
	$100,000
	$100,000
	$200,000

	Total
	
	
	$1,400,425


*The Multi-Service Center is also being funded with Redevelopment and WIA/ARRA funds. See application description for Program #5. 

** The County reserves the right to change funding allocations based on the level of response to any program. 

Note: A small amount to Administration dollars will be added to each awarded contract. The total amount that will be spread between all awarded contracts will not exceed a grand total of $15,560 and will be allocated proportionate to funding award recommendations.  

1.7 Funding Allocation Process

Before submittal to the Review Committee, each proposal will be reviewed to ensure that it is complete and in compliance with the requirements and the instructions stated in the RFP.

A. Threshold Review

Threshold Review will including but is not limited to: 1. demonstration that the proposed program provides services countywide; 2. the proposed program will serve all eligible individuals and families; 3. the proposed program is a wrap around program that provides additional services beyond those funded under this RFP; 4. the proposed program results in placement in permanent housing; and, 5. the proposal is eligible within HPRP guidelines. OC Community Services reserves the right to waive a minor deficiency and request the applicant to provide minor corrections or clarifications. Minor deficiencies/corrections include, but are not limited to; failure to sign documentation, missing supporting documentation, missing email addresses, fax or phone numbers, typos, calculation errors.  
The threshold review will evaluate the proposal’s compliance with RFP guidelines and requirements. Proposals that do not pass threshold review are final and may not be appealed. Proposals that pass threshold review will proceed to a Review Committee for technical review and scoring. The County may request additional documentation and/or information from proposals that pass threshold review during the technical review process. 

B.
Review Committee

The Review Committee will meet to evaluate and score proposals that have met threshold review criteria. The Review Committee recommendations will be provided to all applicants by FAX, e-mail, or written notification. Attempting to influence the selection process in any manner after the RFP has been released will be considered sufficient grounds for disqualifying proposals from consideration. 

If selected, applicants will be required to comply with all applicable laws, policies, procedures, regulations and standards of the County of Orange, the State of California and the Federal Government.  
1.8 Required Insurances 

Required Insurances are listed in the HPRP Model Agreement attached to this RFP (Appendix 8). 

1.9 DUNS Number

All applicants are required to register with Dun and Bradstreet to obtain a DUNS number, if they have not already done so, and complete or renew their registration in the Central Contractor Registration (CCR). For more information see 73 FR 23483, April 30, 2008 or go to www.dnb.com. If your agency does not have a DUNS number you may obtain one by calling toll free -866-705-5711. If your agency has not registered with CCR you must contact www.ccr.gov .


2.1
Deadline for Submission
The County must receive proposals no later than July 13, 2009 at 3:00 P.M. The start date of the contract will be September 30, 2009 through June 30, 2010 with renewals possible for July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011 and July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012 if approved by OC Community Services. Late submissions will not be accepted.

2.2
Applicant’s Questions
Bidder’s Conference Questions

Questions will only be accepted by Noon on July 3, 2009 in writing via email or fax to staff identified below. Phone questions will not be answered.  The answers to questions received by the deadline will be given at a Bidder’s Conference and will be posted on the County’s website www.ochousing.org under the Homeless Prevention page after the Bidder’s Conference as well as any additional questions answered at the Bidder’s Conference.  

No questions will be answered that would give an applicant a competitive advantage over other applicants. Applicants are encouraged to submit questions via e-mail. 


                                              
Kelly Lupro 



OC Community Services



E-Mail:  HPRP@hcs.ocgov.com

                                                           
Fax:  (714) 480-2803

2.3
Bidder’s Conference
Bidder’s Conference

A Bidder’s Conference will be held at the OC Community Services offices. Applicants should bring a copy of the RFP to the Bidder’s Conference. Answers to the questions presented to the County prior to the Bidder’s Conference will be discussed at the Conference. County staff will also answer questions presented during the conference. All questions and answers will be posted on the County’s website at www.ochousing.org  under the Homeless Prevention page. No written or oral questions will be accepted or answered after the close of the Bidder’s Conference. Attendance at the Bidder’s Conference is strongly encouraged. The County will do its best to answer questions, however, it is incumbent upon applicant to have read and be aware of the Federal HPRP Regulations and all requirements. It is the applicants’ responsibility to review the County’s website for any additional information or addendums regarding this RFP. Every effort will be made to send information to applicants attending the bidder’s conference. 
A Bidder’s Conference will be held to discuss this RFP.   

The conference is scheduled for:



Date:   July 7, 2009


Time:   2:30 p.m. 


Place:  OC Community Services



Multi-Purpose Room A, Third Floor



1770 N. Broadway



Santa Ana, CA 92706

2.4
Proposal Submission
Proposals/Applications must be hand-delivered or received via certified mail by July 13, 2009 at 3:00 P.M. to:



County of Orange



OC Community Services



Attn: Kelly Lupro



1770 N. Broadway



Santa Ana, CA 92706

Acceptance of a proposal under this RFP does not constitute a contract or commitment of any kind. The County reserves the right to reject any and all proposals in whole or in part. Submission of a proposal under this RFP constitutes agreement by the applicant as to all terms, conditions, requirements, and rules of the RFP.

Until the proposal submission deadline, errors in proposals may be corrected by a request in writing to withdraw the proposal. All corrections must be made prior to the established deadline and the new set of corrections must be submitted. Corrections will not be accepted once the deadline for submission of proposals has passed unless requested by OC Community Services as part of the threshold review.

It is the sole responsibility of the applicant to ensure that its proposal is received before the submission deadline. The applicant shall bear all risks associated with delays in delivery by any person or entity, including the U.S. Mail.  Any proposals received after the scheduled closing time for receipt of proposals, will be returned to the sender unopened. Timely hand-delivered proposals are acceptable.  No facsimiles (fax) or electronic e-mail copies will be accepted.  When submitting an application is it the responsibility of the applicant to make sure that the format of the application has not changed and that all questions/documents are presented as in the RFP. Late submissions will not be accepted.

Right of the County to Waive Irregularities

The County reserves the right to: a) negotiate the final contract with any applicant as necessary to serve the best interests for the County; b) withdraw this RFP at any time without prior notice and, furthermore, makes no representation that any contract will be awarded to applicants responding to this RFP; c) award the total amount of funds available in this RFP to one proposal or to apportion funds among two or more applicants as the County may deem to be in its best interest; and d) waive any irregularities in the RFP process and to reject any and all proposals. 

The County reserves the right in its discretion to modify the terms of the RFP or project when it is deemed beneficial to the project or as required by other funding sources. 

2.5
Preparation of the Proposal
Proposals must be submitted in the prescribed format on the application. Any proposal that deviates from the application forms provided or is incomplete may be rejected without further review at the County’s sole discretion.

Proposals are not to be marked as confidential or proprietary.  Proposals submitted in response to an RFP are subject to public disclosure as permitted by the California Public Records Act. Additionally, all proposals shall become the property of the County.  The County reserves the right to make use of any information or ideas in the proposals submitted.


3.1 Advisory

The County of Orange does not require and neither encourages nor discourages the use of lobbyists or other consultants for the purpose of securing business.

3.2 Technical Eligibility/Review

The first step in evaluating applications consists of a threshold review process. Applications that do not pass the threshold review process will be eliminated from further consideration with no appeal process. 

3.3
Scoring Evaluation Criteria

All proposals passing the minimum eligibility requirements will be evaluated based on the following scoring criteria and must score a minimum of seventy (70) points to be considered for funding. The Review Committee will evaluate the proposals in accordance with the criteria and procedures identified herein. The selected applicant(s) will be chosen on the basis of its apparent ability to best meet the overall needs and expectations of OC Community Services.  Proposals will be evaluated on a scale of up to one hundred (100) points. The following criteria will be employed in assessing the merits of all proposals received by OC Community Services. 

	PART
	SCORING CRITERIA
	             POINTS                              

	A
	ORGANIZATIONAL EXPERIENCE AND CAPACITY

    Organizational Experience and Capacity

     Data Reporting


	Total 35 points                                  20 points

15 points

	B
	PROJECT DESIGN 

    Project Design

     Performance and Outcomes

     System wide Planning and Participation (Collaborations)
	Total 45 points               15 points
15 points

15 points

	C
	FINANCIAL AND GRANT MANAGEMENT CAPACITY
	Total 10 points               

	D
	COMPARABILITY OF THE OBJECTIVES IN THE APPLICATION
	Total 10 points               

	
	
	

	
	TOTAL
	Total 100 points


3.4 
 Break the Tie
In the event of a tie in scoring the following will apply in order listed below to break the tie:

1. The applicant with the highest Project Design score.

2. The applicant with the highest Organizational Experience and Capacity score;

3. The highest cumulative score (not averaged).


4.1
Appeal Procedure
Any actual or prospective Proposer or Contractor who alleges a grievance by the solicitation or award of a Contract may submit a grievance or protest to OC Community Services.

Protest of Bid/Proposal Specifications:

All protests related to bid or proposal specifications must be submitted to OCCS at below address no later than five (5) business days prior to the close of the bid or proposal. Protests received after the five (5) business day deadline will not be considered by the County. 




Kelly Lupro 




OC Community Services




1770 N. Broadway




Santa Ana, CA 92706




Fax:  (714) 480-2803

All protest shall be typed under the protester’s letterhead and submitted in accordance with the provisions stated herein.  All protests shall include at a minimum the following information:

· The name, address and telephone number of the protester;

· The signature of the protester or the protester’s representative;

· The solicitation name;

· A detailed statement of the legal/and or factual grounds for the protest; and

· The form of relief requested.

In the event the protest of specifications is denied and the protestor wishes to continue in the solicitation process, they must still submit a bid prior to the close of the solicitation in accordance with the bid/proposal submittal procedures provided in the bid/proposal. 

Protest of Award of Contract: 

Applicants that pass threshold but are not awarded 70 points by the Review Committee may, at their discretion, file an appeal. Any Applicant who alleges a grievance by the solicitation or award of a contract may submit an appeal or protest to OC Community Services. The appeal must be submitted within five (5) business days after the notice of the proposed contract award is provided by OC Community Services to:  




Karen Roper, Director




OC Community Services




1770 N. Broadway




Santa Ana, CA 92706




Fax:  (714) 480-2803

Any appeal received after five (5) business days will not be accepted.

All appeals shall be typed under the protester’s letterhead and submitted in accordance with the provisions stated herein.  All protests shall include at a minimum the following information:

· The name, address and telephone number of the protester;

· The signature of the protester or the protester’s representative;

· The solicitation name;

· A detailed statement of the legal/and or factual grounds for the protest; and

· The form of relief requested.

Upon receipt of a timely appeal, OC Community Services will within ten (10) business days of the receipt of the appeal, issue a decision in writing which will state the reasons for the actions taken.

The County may, after providing written justification, make the determination that an immediate award of the contract is necessary to protect the substantial interest of the County. The award of a contract shall in no way compromise the protester’s rights to the appeal procedures outlined herein. 

If the appeal is denied by OC Community Services, the protester may submit a written protest to the Office of the County Purchasing Agent requesting an appeal to the Procurement Appeals Board.  The Office of the County Purchasing Agent is located at 1300 S. Grand Ave., Bldg. A, Santa Ana, CA 92705.  Instructions on how to appeal to the Office of the County Purchasing Agent will be included in the OC Community Services letter of denial to the protester.

The County Board of Supervisors may not consider protests if the described administrative procedures have not been followed.




Reporting Requirements
Organizations receiving HPRP funds will be required to meet the following reporting and data tracking requirements:

1. Funded organizations must participate in the HUD determined HMIS reporting requirements that will be developed specifically for HPRP funds.

2. Agencies must have the hardware capacity to accommodate web based reporting software.

3. Agencies must be able to provide staff to meet the reporting requirements and deadlines.

4. Program reports will be required at intervals to be determined, no more frequently than monthly.  The reports will be in a format developed by the County and intended to provide an appropriate level of information to assure service delivery quality, issues, and strategies for resolution.  Custom reports will be developed for contractors receiving WIA/ARRA funds.

5. Documentation of services and costs will be submitted monthly to the Grantees providing the HPRP funds, in accordance with the HUD IDIS and/or HMIS format provided.  Custom reports will be developed for contractors receiving WIA/ARRA funds.

6. Expenditure reports must be submitted at the end of the month identifying actual reimbursable expenses for each category of service per line item in accordance with the approved budget.  A brief explanation of line item variances must also be included. Custom reports will be developed for contractors receiving WIA/ARRA funds.

7. Funded organizations must use the universal intake and assessment form developed by the County and need to share client data with other County funded HPRP programs in HMIS. 




Program Monitoring

Applicants approved for funding will be required to maintain and submit adequate information necessary to monitor program accountability and progress in accordance with the terms and conditions of the agreement.  On-site monitoring and inspection of financial and client files will also be undertaken.  

The Obama administration and HUD have indicated that due to the high risk associated with the use of HPRP funds, close scrutiny by federal, state and local agencies will be unavoidable.  A website has been developed that outlines the Administration’s Transparency and Accountability requirements for ARRA funds.  These requirements include the following (additional information regarding transparency can be found at: http://portal.hud.gov/portal/page?_pageid=153,7936173&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL):

[image: image1.emf]

Income Limits

The purpose of the HPRP program is to prevent homelessness and ensure the rapid re-housing of persons experiencing homelessness.  Per HPRP regulations, beneficiaries of HPRP funds shall not have incomes that exceed 50 % of the Area Median Income (AMI).  HUD has established these income limits for 2009 (see below) and will provide annual revisions:

	2009 Income Limits

	Income Limits
	1

Person
	2 

Persons
	3 

Persons
	4 

Persons
	5 

Persons
	6 

Persons
	7 

Persons
	8+ 

Persons

	50% AMI
	$32,550
	$37,200
	$41,850
	$46,500
	$50,200
	$53,950
	$57,650
	$61,400


         Source: www.huduser.org/datasets  






            Effective March, 2009


Compliance with Applicable Laws, Rules & Regulations 
Applicants who are awarded funding must act in accordance with the following applicable laws, rules, and regulations for HUD and WIA(for multi-service center) programs:

· Department of Housing and Urban Development Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program rules under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

· Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program Certifications regarding: Consistency with the Consolidated Plan; confidentiality requirements; discharge policy; and Homeless Management Information System (HMIS).

· 24 CFR Part 1 and 6, Public Law 90-284, Fair Housing Act, the regulations issued following Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and Section 109 of the 1975 Housing and Community Development Act that prohibits discrimination in HUD programs based on sex, race, color, national origin, and religion and administer all programs and activities in a manner to affirmatively further the policies of the Fair Housing Act.

· 24 CFR Part 107 and 108, the regulations issued following Executive Order 11063 and Executive Order 12892 which prohibits discrimination and promotes equal opportunity in housing.

· 24 CFR Part 24, the regulations that prohibit use of debarred or suspended contractors on federally assisted projects and Drug Free Workplace requirements; issued according to Executive Order 12459.

· Title IV of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, regarding eligibility restrictions for certain resident aliens.

· 24 CFR Part 58, the regulations prescribing the Environmental Review procedure under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969.

· 24 CFR Part 7 and 41 CFR Part 60, regulations on equal employment opportunity without regard to race sex, color, religion, age, national origin, and disability in federally assisted construction contracts.

· 24 CFR Part 84 and OMB Circular A-110, Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and Agreements with Institutions of Higher Education, Hospitals and Non-Profit Organizations. These regulations include the Conflict of Interest provision under 24 CFR 84.42 and 570 as it applies to procurement.

· 24 CFR Part 87 and Byrd Anti-Lobbying Amendment (31 U.S.C. 1352), regulations for restrictions on lobbying and required certifications.

· 36 CFR Part 800, the regulations outlining the procedures for the protection of historic and cultural properties.

· Age Discrimination Act of 1975 (42 U.S.C. 6101), the regulations that prohibit discrimination on the basis of age.

· Chapters 81 and 84, of the Health and Safety Code; Title VIII, subtitle D of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable Act of 1990, and 24 CFR Part 50.

· Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401) and the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), regulations and provision that requires compliance with all applicable standards, orders, or regulations issued following the rule.

· Copeland "Anti-Kickback" Act (18 U.S.C. 874 and 40 U.S.C. 276c), the regulations on contracts for construction or repair awarded by subrecipients shall include a provision for compliance with the Copeland "Anti-Kickback" Act.

· Executive Order 13170, regulations on increasing opportunities and access for Disadvantaged Businesses.

· HUD requirements, all other required reports, circulars, and procedures when applicable.

· National Affordable Housing Act (NAHA) PL 101-625.

· National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, 24 CFR Part 55 under Executive Order 11988, the regulations for proposed projects and properties located in a floodplain.

· OMB Circular A-122, regulations that identify cost principals for nonprofits.

· OMB Circular A-133, regulations concerning annual audits.

· Residential Lead Based Paint Hazard Reduction Act of 1992, the regulations implemented by 24 CFR Part 35, Subpart B imposes certain requirements on disclosure of lead base paint hazards.

· Section 3 of the U.S. Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968 providing for economic opportunities for low and very low local residents in connection with assisted projects.

· Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 24 CFR Part 40 and 41, the regulations that set forth policies and procedures for the enforcement of standards and requirements for accessibility for disabled persons. The Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 and the American with Disabilities Act provide additional laws on accessibility and civil rights to individuals with disabilities.

· Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, policies that provide for displacement, relocation assistance, and real property acquisition as defined by 42 U.S.C. 4601 (URA) (42 U.S.C. 4601), and implementing regulations issued by the Department of Transportation at 49 CFR part 24 and section 104(d) of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5304(d)) and any other applicable Federal, State or local regulations.

· Workforce Investment Act (WIA) of 1998, as amended (29 U.S.C. 2801 et seq.) 

· WIA Regulations, 20 CFR parts 652 and 660-671 

· The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (P.L. 111-5) Division A, title VIII 

· OMB Circular A-133

· Compliance with any other applicable Federal, State or local regulations.


Terms and Conditions 

Request for Proposal Terms

Contractors will be required to comply with terms set forth by the County of Orange, and the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). These conditions include, but are not limited to the following:

(1) All costs of application preparation shall be borne by the applicant organization.  The County of Orange shall not, in any event, be liable for any pre-contractual expenses incurred by the bidder in the preparation and/or submission of the application.  The applicant shall not include any such expenses as part of the budget in the application.

(2) The application should always include the applicant's best terms and conditions.

(3) The application must set forth full, accurate, and complete information as required by this application.  No changes or additions are allowed after the application deadline, unless requested.

(4) The County of Orange does not certify, license or endorse grant writers.  Applicants are free to select any grant writer.  The responsibility for the performance of the grant writer rests with the applying organization.

(5) The County of Orange reserves the right to retain all submitted applications and the applications shall become the property of the County of Orange.  Applications may be required to be disclosed under the Public Records Act at a later date.  Any Department or Agency of the County shall have the right to use any or all ideas presented in applications submitted in response to this application without any change or limitation.  Selection or rejection of an application does not affect these rights.

(6) The County of Orange reserves the right to communicate with grantors or providers associated with the applicant to obtain additional clarification of design of program, or organization fiscal and programmatic capacities, and to utilize this information in the evaluation process.

(7) The County of Orange reserves the right to conduct site visits of an applicant’s facility.

(8) The County of Orange reserves the right to extend the application submission deadline should such action be in the best interest of the County of Orange. The applicant may revise its bid in the event the deadline is extended.

(9) The County of Orange reserves the right to reject any or all applications received in answer to this application if it is deemed inappropriate or incomplete or is not in the best interest of the County of Orange.

(10) The County of Orange reserves the right to withdraw this application at any time without prior notice.  Further, the County of Orange makes no representation that any contract will be awarded to any applicant responding to this application.

(11) An applicant may not be recommended for funding, regardless of the merits of the application submitted, if it has a history of past or current contract non-compliance with the County of Orange, a termination for cause by any other funding source, or disallowed costs with the County of Orange or any other funding source.

(12) The County of Orange reserves the right to verify information submitted in the application.  If the information in the application cannot be verified, and if the errors are not willful, the County of Orange reserves the right to reduce the rating points awarded.

(13) The County reserves the right to maximize the funding under this RFP including but not limited to increasing or decreasing requested funding amounts or to take into consideration applicants with multiple proposals.   This also includes the shifting of funding between programs and/or components.

(14) If no applications are received or recommended for funding under a program, the County reserves the right to move funds allocated to that program to any other program in this RFP or use for other eligible activities. 

CONTRACT CONDITIONS

Contractors will be required to comply with conditions set forth by the County of Orange, and the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  These conditions include, but are not limited, to the following: (See Model Contract Appendix 9) 

(1) Contractors shall allow representatives of the County of Orange, or HUD to inspect facilities, which are used in connection with the contracts, made to implement programs funded under this proposal.

(2) Each contractor must comply fully with all of the requirements specified in this RFP.  The responsibility for accuracy rests entirely with the applicant.

(3) Contractors shall make available to representatives of the County of Orange or HUD, upon reasonable notice, the fiscal records and/or client data records pertaining to the contract.  Demographic information about clients will be regularly transmitted to the County of Orange in a manner consistent with agreements protecting client and/or organization confidentiality rights.

(4) If an applicant knowingly and willfully submits false performance or other data, the County of Orange reserves the right to reject that proposal.  If it is determined that a contract was awarded as a result of false performance or other data submitted in response to this application, the County of Orange reserves the right to terminate that contract.

(5) Contractors shall be required to submit to the County of Orange, or its designee, periodic status reports, including program expenditures and recipient information.  Failure to do so may result in termination of the contract.

(6) Contractors acknowledge that, as recipients of Federal funds, they will be required to comply with Federal regulations pertaining to the use of such funds.  All regulations will be enumerated in the contract and will be incorporated by reference.  It will be the contractor's responsibility to assure compliance with applicable regulations.  To the extent feasible, the County of Orange will provide the successful bidder with the applicable Federal regulations.

(7) The Grant Agreement between HUD and the County of Orange shall be incorporated by reference into all contracts between the County of Orange and the contracting agencies.

(8) Contractors will ensure an annual financial audit is performed in compliance with the Federal Single Audit Act and will submit a copy of the audit report to the County of Orange within six months at the end of the contractor's fiscal year.

(9) Contractors acknowledge that HUD funds are not meant to replace or supplant other sources of funding.

(10) Contractors should be aware that in the event the measurable goals/objectives fall below the County’s standard of successful performance measures as specified in the contract between the Contractor and the County of Orange, the County may suspend any future funding of the program.  Specific benchmarks of accomplishment will be established by contract.

(11) The Contract shall include standard clauses requiring contractor's compliance with the following regulations:  non-discrimination, affirmative action, and equal opportunity; separation of church and State; Americans with Disabilities Act; conflicts of interest; restrictions on lobbying; debarment; audits; rights in data; drug-free workplace; and lead-based paint.

(12) Contractors shall maintain any applicable licenses or permits, and meet any facilities code regulations required for the program(s) funded under the contract.

(13) Contractors shall use reporting software as specified by the County of Orange.

(14) Contractors shall participate in information networking, training, and coordination meetings as may be provided by the County of Orange.

(15) Contractors shall cooperate with related research and evaluation activities as may be required by the County of Orange.

(16) Contractors will be required to sign certifications regarding lobbying and debarment and compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

(17)  Contractors shall comply with any future regulations promulgated by HUD.  Failure to

        comply with any and all HUD regulations may result in termination of contract.

(18)  Contractors shall comply with all provisions of the Workforce Investment Act            (WIA)/American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)

(19)  Contractor shall comply with all WIA and ARRA policies and procedures issued by the Orange County Workforce Investment Board (OCWIB) and County of Orange/OCCS-Community Investment Division (for Program #5)

(20)  Contractors shall comply with all current and future regulations promulgated by U.S. Department of Labor (for Program #5)




Rent Reasonableness

RENT REASONABLENESS CHECKLIST AND CERTIFICATION 

	
	Proposed Unit 
	Unit #1
	Unit #2
	Unit #3

	Address
	
	
	
	

	Number of Bedrooms
	
	
	
	

	Square Feet
	
	
	
	

	Type of Unit/construction
	
	
	
	

	Housing Condition 
	
	
	
	

	Location/Accessibility
	
	
	
	

	Amenities:

Unit:

Site:

Neighborhood:
	
	
	
	

	Age in Years
	
	
	
	

	Utilities (type) 
	
	
	
	

	Unit Rent

Utility Allowance

Gross Rent
	
	
	
	

	Handicap Accessible?
	
	
	
	


CERTIFICATION:

A. Compliance with Payment Standard

___________________
_____________
_________________

Proposed Contract Rent      +
Utility Allowance      =
Proposed Gross Rent

Approved rent does not exceed applicable Payment Standard of $ ___________.

B. Rent Reasonableness: Based upon a comparison with rents for comparable units. I have determined that the proposed rent for the unit ( ) is   ( ) is not reasonable. 

The below chart can be used as a guideline with the above checklist.

	2009 Fair Market Rent (FMR)
	

	Zero -Bedrooms
	$  903

	One-Bedroom
	$1,056

	Two-Bedrooms
	$1,291

	Three-Bedrooms 
	$1,789





Habitability Standards for HPRP.

Organizations providing rental assistance with HPRP funds will be required to conduct initial and any appropriate follow-up inspections of housing units into which a program participant will be moving. Following are the habitability standards that grantees must follow:

(a) State and local requirements. Each grantee or subgrantee under this Notice must ensure that housing occupied by a family or individual receiving HPRP assistance is in compliance with all applicable state and local housing codes, licensing requirements, and any other requirements in the jurisdiction in which the housing is located regarding the condition of the structure and the operation of the housing or services.

(b) Habitability standards. Except for less stringent variations as are proposed by the grantee or subgrantee and approved by HUD, housing occupied by a family or individual receiving HPRP assistance must meet the following minimum requirements:

(1) Structure and materials. The structures must be structurally sound so as not to pose any threat to the health and safety of the occupants and so as to protect the residents from the elements,

(2) Access. The housing must be accessible and capable of being utilized without unauthorized use of other private properties. Structures must provide alternate means of egress in case of fire.

(3) Space and security. Each resident must be afforded adequate space and security for themselves and their belongings. Each resident must be provided an acceptable place to sleep.

(4) Interior air quality. Every room or space must be provided with natural or mechanical ventilation. Structures must be free of pollutants in the air at levels that threaten the health of residents.

(5) Water supply. The water supply must be free from contamination. 

(6) Sanitary facilities. Residents must have access to sanitary facilities that are in proper operating condition, may be used in privacy, and are adequate for personal cleanliness and the disposal of human waste.

(7) Thermal environment. The housing must have adequate heating and/or cooling facilities in proper operating condition. 

(8) Illumination and electricity. The housing must have adequate natural or artificial illumination to permit normal indoor activities and to support the health and safety of residents. Sufficient electrical sources must be provided to permit use of essential electrical appliances while assuring safety from fire. 

(9) Food preparation and refuse disposal. All food preparation areas must contain suitable space and equipment to store, prepare, and serve food in a sanitary manner. 

(10) Sanitary condition. The housing and any equipment must be maintained in sanitary condition. 

(11) Fire safety.

i.  Each unit must include at least one battery-operated or hard-wired smoke detector, in proper working condition, on each occupied level of the unit. Smoke detectors must be located, to the extent practicable, in a hallway adjacent to a bedroom. If the unit is occupied by hearing-persons, smoke detectors must have an alarm system designed for hearing –impaired persons in each bedroom occupied by a hearing-impaired person. 


ii. The public areas of all housing must be equipped with a sufficient number, but not less than one for each area, of battery-operated or hard-wired smoke detectors. Public areas include, but are not limited to, laundry rooms, community rooms, day care centers, hallway, stairwells, and other common areas. 
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