
COUNTY OF ORANGE 2011 REDISTRICTING 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN 

 
Introduction
 
To further the County’s commitment to promote public participation in the redistricting 
process, this Public Participation Plan has been developed to ensure the widest 
practicable participation and dissemination of pertinent redistricting information.  To 
further that goal, the Board of Supervisors has established a Redistricting Committee.  
Notice of the March 10, 2011, and April 1, 2011, Committee meetings and of the 
availability of redistricting information has been sent to those organizations, media 
outlets, and interest groups listed on Attachment A to this Public Participation Plan (A 
copy of the notices are also attached as Attachment B and Attachment C respectively).  
This Public Participation Plan will include: 
 
1. The Redistricting Committee will hold public meetings to solicit public input on 

communities of interest and general goals of the redistricting process; to allow 
public testimony on redistricting proposals submitted by members of the public, 
members of the Board of Supervisors, and Redistricting Committee members; and 
to allow the Redistricting Committee to publicly discuss issues concerning each 
redistricting proposal.  The Redistricting Committee may modify any proposal 
during its public deliberations.  The Redistricting Committee will recommend a 
redistricting plan to the Board of Supervisors for its consideration and possible 
approval.  The schedule of Board of Supervisors and Redistricting Committee 
meetings is as follows: 

 
Regular meetings of the Redistricting Committee will be held on February 10, 
March 10, April 1, May 12, June 30, and, if required, July 7, 2011, at 2 p.m. in the 
Board of Supervisors meeting room.  Additional regular meetings will also be 
held on May 26, June 9, June 16 and June 23, 2011, at a locations and times to be 
approved by the Redistricting Committee.  Additional meetings may be approved 
by the Redistricting Committee in order to facilitate public input.   
 
The Board of Supervisors will then hold a public hearing on or about July 26, 
2011 in the County Hall of Administration to consider the recommendation of the 
Redistricting Committee and to direct the County Surveyor to draft a redistricting 
ordinance.  The Board may also hold an earlier public hearing on a to-be-
determined date.  The Board of Supervisors will hold another public hearing on or 
about September 13, 2011 to consider adoption of the redistricting ordinance. 
 
A schedule of all meeting times, locations and agendas will be available at the 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, 333 West Santa Ana Blvd., 10 Civic Center 
Plaza, Room 465, Santa Ana, CA.  The telephone number is (714) 834-2206.  
Meeting information will also be on the County redistricting website. 
http://egov.ocgov.com/ocgov/Government/Redistricting
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2. A package of the Redistricting Demographic Submittal Kit will be available for 
free download on the County redistricting website as detailed below.  Computer 
terminals with redistricting software will also be hosted at locations throughout 
the County for members of the public to use. A schedule of these locations and 
their office hours will be developed and released to the public prior to April 4, 
2011.  All members of the public are welcome to submit a redistricting proposal 
for consideration by the Redistricting Committee according to the timetable 
below.   

 
3. The public will have access to all proposals submitted to the Redistricting 

Committee. 
 
 
Redistricting Demographic Submittal Kit 
 
It is anticipated that the following redistricting materials will be made available to the 
public: 
 
1. A database of pertinent information from which plans may be developed.  This 

will be available online, on compact disc (CD) in MS Excel, and in paper form 
and includes: 

 
a. Total population and voting age population by age, race, and ethnicity, 

sorted by census tract and city/community; 
 
b. Total population and voting age population by age, race, and ethnicity, 

sorted by city and community; 
 
c. Total population and voting age population by city and community and 

2001 Supervisorial district; 
 
d. Numbers and percentages of registered voters including political 

affiliation, and numbers and percentages of Hispanic and Asian surnamed 
registrants sorted by census tract;  

 
e. Voter turnout and results of recent Supervisorial elections by census tract. 
 

2. List of County census tracts (with partial and split tracts where appropriate) 
including current Supervisorial district assignments, and location of tracts within 
incorporated cities and unincorporated areas. 

 
3. List of cities and unincorporated communities in the County with a list of census 

tracts included in each (including partial and split tracts where appropriate). 
 
4. Three (3) County base maps showing incorporated cities, unincorporated areas, 

census tracts, and current Supervisorial district boundaries.    
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5. California Elections Code Sections 21500-21506 regarding county redistricting. 
 
6. Required forms for plan submittal. 
 
The Redistricting Demographic Submittal Kit may be downloaded at no cost from the 
County’s website www.oc.ca.gov.  Click on the Redistricting item on the center carousel 
or go directly to http://egov.ocgov.com/ocgov/Government/Redistricting.  Branches of 
the Orange County Public Library have computers with internet access. 
 
Those who do not have internet access may obtain copies of the Redistricting 
Demographic Submittal Kit at a nominal cost at the Center for Demographic Research 
California State University, Fullerton 2600 Nutwood, Suite 750 College Park Building, 
Fullerton, CA.  The telephone number is (657) 278-4670. 
 
The following prices have been established to recover the cost of materials obtained at 
the Center for Demographic Research.  There is no cost for accessing or downloading the 
information from the internet. 
 
-- Redistricting Demographic Submittal Kit  

on a CD-ROM and paper format    $ 20 
 
--          Package on a CD-ROM only     $ 5 
 
-- Package in paper format only     $ 15 
 
-- Additional copies of maps listed in (4) above  $ 2 each 
 

 
General Instructions for Developing/Submitting a Proposed Redistricting Plan
 

 Elections Code §§ 21500 et seq. requires that the County be divided into five 
Supervisorial districts, as nearly equal in population as possible.  The redistricting 
database provides information on the population of cities and unincorporated 
communities and areas, census tract or tracts split by city or community 
boundaries, and census block.  A tract generally contains between 4,000 and 
8,000 residents, although the population may vary from this number.  For 
additional guidance, please see the California Elections Code materials in the 
Redistricting Demographic Submittal Kit and the discussion below.    

 
 A redistricting plan may not violate applicable provisions of the Voting Rights 

Act, 42 U.S.C. § 1973(b).  The Voting Rights Act prohibits denying protected 
minority groups an equal opportunity to participate in the political process and to 
elect representatives of their choice.  
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 The following factors may be considered in drawing boundaries:  a) topography; 
b) geography; c) cohesiveness, contiguity, integrity, and compactness of territory; 
and d) community of interests of the districts. 

 
 The public has two methods by which they may submit proposed plans: Hardcopy 

or Electronic.  The following details the submittal requirements for each method: 
 

A. Hardcopy Redistricting plan proposals must include the following submittal  
     requirements: 

 
1. A numerically ordered list of each census tract by City or unincorporated 

area and the Supervisorial district to which it is assigned.  (A required 
form will be available.)  If portions of a tract are assigned to two or more 
Supervisorial districts, list each census block located in each district.  (The 
Center for Demographic Research will provide direction on how to 
complete the form if a tract is split between districts.)  The list must be 
submitted in both hard copy and in MS Excel format on CD-ROM, if 
possible. 

 
2. A summary table of elements of the plan.  (A required form will be in the 

Redistricting Demographic Submittal Kit.) 
 

3. A map outlining the proposed boundaries of all five Supervisorial districts 
labeled by District number.  (A required map will be in the Redistricting 
Demographic Submittal Kit.)  (While a proposal submitted for the 
Redistricting Committee’s consideration must include proposed 
boundaries for all five Supervisorial districts, public input concerning 
individual districts is welcome.) 

 
4. A narrative description of the proposed plan, preferably in 250 words or 

less.  The narrative may include a description of how the plan complies 
with the General Instructions for Developing/Submitting a Proposed 
Redistricting Plan. 

 
5. A proposal must include a contact name, address, telephone number and, 

if available, email address. 
 

If, upon reviewing submitted plans, the County finds discrepancies between submitted 
base maps and submitted lists of census tracts and census blocks, the lists will prevail. 
 

B. Electronic Redistricting plan proposals must follow the process submittal     
     requirements: 
 

1. Electronics plans must be submitted using the Maptitude for Redistricting 
software. Submitters may use the public computer workstations identified 
by the County or, if utilizing a personal version of the Maptitude for 
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Redistricting software, submitters may submit a complete redistricting 
plan proposal on CD by providing a numerically ordered list of each 
census block and the Supervisorial district to which it is assigned.  (A 
schedule of the locations of the public computer workstations and their 
office hours will be developed and released to the public prior to April 4, 
2011).  

 
2. In order to submit a plan using the redistricting software, the software 

requires plans to have five districts; no non-contiguous areas; no 
unassigned areas; a contact name, address, phone number, and email 
address; and a narrative description of the proposed plan, preferably in 250 
words or less.  The narrative may include a description of how the plan 
complies with the General Instructions for Developing/Submitting a 
Proposed Redistricting Plan. 

 
The Center for Demographic Research at California State University, Fullerton will 
provide computer workstations and staff assistance for those wishing to prepare 
redistricting plans.  The Center is located at 2600 Nutwood, Suite 750, College Park 
Building, Fullerton, CA 92831-5404.  The hours during which the Center will provide 
workstations and staff assistance are: 
 
7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Mondays and Thursdays, April 4 – May 16 
8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. Tuesdays and Wednesdays April 5 - May 17 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 18 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Fridays, April 8 – May 13 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Saturdays, April 16, April 30, May 7, and May 14 
 
Reservations for use of computer workstations are strongly recommended.  Staff 
assistance in languages other than English is available by appointment.  Please call (657)-
278-4670 to make a reservation for use of computer workstations or to arrange for 
language assistance.  

 
The County will also have public computer workstations available to access the 
redistricting software at locations throughout the County.  A schedule of these locations 
and their office hours will be developed and released to the public prior to April 4, 2011. 
 
 
Plan Submission and Review Process/Public Hearings and Meetings of the 
Redistricting Committee 
 
In order to be considered by the Redistricting Committee, proposed redistricting plans 
must be received by 5:00 p.m. on May 18, 2011.  Neither the County nor CDR is 
responsible for rejection of proposals that are either not received by the deadline or 
are incomplete or that do not comply with the requirements herein. 
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• Hardcopy proposals must be received in the offices of the Center for 
Demographic Research by 5:00 p.m. on May 18, 2011.  Postmarks by that 
date are not acceptable nor are facsimile transmission nor emails.  Plan 
submittals are to be made to the Center for Demographic Research, California 
State University, Fullerton 2600 Nutwood, Suite 750 College Park Building, 
Fullerton, CA 92831-5404.  

 
• Electronic proposals must be received by 5:00 p.m. on May 18, 2011.  If you 

desire a verification e-mail that your plan was received, send an e-mail to 
ddiep@fullerton.edu.  You will receive a verification e-mail response within 
one (1) business day. 

 
 

 Proposed plans will be reviewed for accuracy of data and conformance with legal 
requirements before being provided to the Redistricting Committee.  The time 
frame for analysis is dependent on the format of the submission.  Copies of staff 
analysis will be available upon request. 

 
 Plans that have been revised as a result of staff analysis may be resubmitted.  

Resubmissions are subject to the 5:00 p.m., May 18, 2011 deadline.  Therefore, 
original submissions must be received in sufficient time to allow for review, 
revision, and resubmission.  Any initial plans submitted after 5:00 p.m. on May 4, 
2011 cannot be analyzed and returned for resubmission because of deadline 
constraints.  County staff and consultants will attempt to review plans submitted 
by May 4, 2011, but any inability of staff and consultants to do so will not 
constitute cause to extend the 5:00 p.m., May 18, 2011 deadline. 

 
 Plans submitted to the County become subject to the deliberations of the 

Redistricting Committee and may be revised or modified as the Redistricting 
Committee deems appropriate.   

 
 All plans submitted to the Redistricting Committee by the 5:00 p.m., May 18, 

2011 deadline and which meet the five (5) submittal requirements listed in the 
General Instructions section above will be available for public review.  

 
 Proposed plans which meet the submittal requirements listed above and meet the 

5:00 p.m., May 18, 2011 deadline will be considered at Redistricting Committee 
meetings.  Persons proposing plans may wish to attend the meetings and testify on 
their plans.  Attendance is not required. 

 
 Notice of Redistricting Committee meetings will be provided on the County 

website and as required by the Ralph M. Brown Act. 
 
Timetable for Adoption of Supervisorial District Boundary Ordinance
 

Public Participation Plan 4-1-11 6

mailto:ddiep@fullerton.edu


The Redistricting Committee schedule of meetings is set forth in the Introduction above.  
Amendments and additions to the meeting schedule will be posted on the County website 
and available at the office of the Clerk of the Board. The Board of Supervisors will then 
hold a public hearing on or about July 26, 2011 to consider the recommendation of the 
Redistricting Committee and direct the County Surveyor to draft a redistricting 
ordinance.  The Board of Supervisors will hold another public hearing on or about 
September 13, 2011 to consider adoption of the Supervisorial District Boundary 
Ordinance. 
 
Adoption of the Ordinance by September 13, 2011 allows for the requisite 30-day period 
for the District Boundary Ordinance to become effective.   During this time, the public 
has the right to challenge the Ordinance by referendum. 
 

Public Participation Plan 4-1-11 7



Attachment A 
List of Organizations, Media Outlets 
and Interest Groups Receiving Notice 
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Attachment B 
Public Notice of March 10, 2011, Redistricting Committee Meeting 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE OF COUNTY OF ORANGE 
REDISTRICTING COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE REDISTRICTNG COMMTIIEE 

WILL BE THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 2011 AT 2 P.M. 
IN BOARD OF SUPERVISORS HEARING ROOM 

The County of Orange Board of Supervisors is required to adjust the boundaries of 

Supervisorial Districts following the decennial federal census, using that census as a 

basis, pursuant to California Elections Code Section 21500. The County has established a 

Redistricting Committee to consider public input on proposed changes to the 

boundaries of Supervisorial Districts and to make recommendations to the Board of 

Supervisors. 

The Redistricting Committee has set meetings at 2 p.m. in the Board of 

Supervisors Hearing Room, 333 W. Santa Ana Blvd., 10 Civic Center Plaza, Santa Ana, 

on the second Thursday of each month through July 14, 2011, if necessary. 

Additional meetings through June or, if necessary, July, 2011, will be established by 

the Redistricting Committee.  The next public meeting of the Redistricting Committee 

will be Thursday, March 10, 2011 at 2 p.m. in the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room. 

If you would like further information on the Redistricting Committee, please 

contact the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, attn: Jamie Ross, 333 W. Santa Ana Blvd., 

10 Civic Center Plaza, Room 465, Santa Ana, CA 92701, 714-834-2206, or email 

jamie.ross@ocgov.com. Meeting agendas are available at the website for the 

Redistricting Committee: http://egov.ocgov.com/ocgov/Government/Redistricting. 
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Attachment C 
Public Notice of April 1, 2011, Redistricting Committee Meeting 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE OF COUNTY OF ORANGE  
REDISTRICTING COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE REDISTRICTNG COMMITTEE 
WILL BE FRIDAY, APRIL 1, 2011 AT 2 P.M. 

IN BOARD OF SUPERVISORS HEARING ROOM 

The County of Orange Board of Supervisors is required to adjust the boundaries of 

Supervisorial Districts following the decennial federal census, using that census as a basis, 

pursuant to California Elections Code Section 21500. The County has established a Redistricting 

Committee to consider public input on proposed changes to the boundaries of Supervisorial 

Districts and to make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors. 

The next public meeting of the Redistricting Committee will be Friday, April 1, 2011 

at 2 p.m. in the Board of Supervisors Hearing Room.  The Redistricting Committee will have 

meetings on the second Thursday of each month at 2 p.m. in the Board of Supervisors 

Hearing Room, 333 W. Santa Ana Blvd., 10 Civic Center Plaza, Santa Ana, through July 14, 

2011, if necessary. Additional meetings through May, June or, if necessary, July, 2011, will be 

established by the Redistricting Committee. 

If you would like further information on the Redistricting Committee, please contact the 

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, attn: Jamie Ross, 333 W. Santa Ana Blvd., 10 Civic Center Plaza, 

Room 465, Santa Ana, CA 92701, 714-834-2206, or email jamie.ross@ocgov.com. Notice of 

future Redistricting Committee meetings will only be provided to those who have requested such 

notice from the Clerk of the Board.  Meeting agendas and other materials are available at the 

Redistricting Committee website at: http://egov.ocgov.com/ocgov/Government/Redistricting. 
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